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NEW CURSILLISTAS
Men’s Weekend

October 7-9, 2005
Dave Beat

Vince Boccio

Paul Crnkovich

Dave Eastlack

Heath Hoffman

Tim McGahan

Marty Riesberg

Duane Rowe

David Spargo

Neil Sutton

Dave Swan

Joe Uhlik
Women’s Weekend

October 14-16, 2005
Cathy Ciaccio

Michelle Hoffman

Renee Livengood

Ronnie Quinn

Paula Riesberg

Karrie Rowan

Donna Schultz

Tami Soffran

Shannon Spargo

Pam True

Cindy Uhlik
Welcome TO THE 

4th Day!
To receive reminders of  ultreyas please send your e-mail address to 

Vern Packard at  jvpackard@cox.net 

From the Desk of Your President
A year has nearly passed since I wrote this column as your President for the first time. How can that be? So much has happened in each of our lives and so many new friends and situations have passed through our lives to strengthen us and give us an opportunity to grow in God’s graces! How blessed we are! We recently welcomed twenty-three men and women into our community through the Fall weekends. God is continually sending His workers into the vineyards. Of the seventeen men who were ordained as Permanent Deacons this year, TEN of them were CEC 4th Dayers! 

The Spring weekends are just on the horizon in March of 2006. It’s not too early to start cultivating the friendships with those people you would like to bring to Jesus. The holidays are just around the corner. What a great time to share the gifts God has given us through this movement with the people you care about. The Joy of the season is the gift God gave to us when He sent His Son to earth that we might have everlasting life. We as His disciples must share our gift every chance we get. Each situation we find ourselves in is an opportunity for us to use our God-given personal gifts to help others to recognize the gift God is in their lives. A CEC weekend is one of the greatest times to reflect on our life, realize our blessings and recognize where He wants us to begin anew to build on our gifts and become stronger as we journey towards Him.

We will be presenting a CEC Workshop on the second Sunday of February of 2006 for all person interested in learning more about what working a weekend entails. It is also required for those people who have been working weekends and are now eligible to coordinate some part of the weekend. We will be trying a new format this year – shorter, and more detailed in its scope. If you are new to the movement or have worked several weekends, we hope you will plan on attending the workshop. There will be more about this in an upcoming Newsletter.

In closing, I would like to thank all of you for your support of this CEC movement. Each time we come to a closing, work a weekend, go on a hayrack ride, bring food to a potluck, attend an Ultreya or share in a workshop, we show our love and concern for each other. Whether we attend a Wake service, a funeral, a wedding, an ordination, or visit those who are sick or hurting, we are saying to those people, “I care about you.” This is who we are. We are a caring Christian Community who support one another and help spread the Word of God to all those we meet. I am so grateful God saw to it that I came to this community. It has been a saving grace in my life’s journey. As often as I stumble along my way, God always has someone there to help me up and walk with me until I’m steadier. My hope is that I have been that person for others in their life. 

My prayer for all of you is that, whether you have tears of joy or tears of sorrow on your life’s journey, you always have a friend there to share them with you. In this CEC community, you will find many such friends; I have.

De Colores!

Mary Ann Gaddie

RESULTS OF ELECTION
The Omaha Area Leadership Council met on November 13th, 2005 and the new officers for the coming year were elected. It was great to have so many votes to count! Thank you to all who took the time to vote in the elections. The newly elected officers are: Vice-President, Steve McCarville; Secretary, Diane Burton; Treasurer, Bob Thomsen. This year’s Vice President, Jim Wingender, now moves up to President for the coming year. Congratulations to these people and a big “THANK YOU” to all those 4th Dayers who volunteered to be on the ballot! We truly appreciate your offering of your Time, Talent and Energy!!   Mary Ann Gaddie, out-going President CEC Leadership Council, 2005.

FUNDRAISING IDEAS SOUGHT
Greetings!
Over the past four years, the balance of our bank funds has dropped from $18,000 to around $11,000. This is not a trend that can be ignored, especially now that the Retreat Center has announced its intention to double our weekend rent from $20 per person per weekend to $40. Where has the money gone and what are we going to do about it?

Obviously, the cost of everything we purchase has been rising. Also, there have been some unexpected expenses, as there always are and always will be. In addition, we have paid for a few things that we might not have given our current situation. Finally, we didn’t feel the need to solicit funds when we had $18,000 in the bank.

One of our major unexpected expenses was buying moveable, locking, storage cabinets. These cabinets warehouse all of our supplies in the basement of the Retreat Center. Recent renovations to the facility have rendered some of these cabinets obsolete (they won’t fit through the new doorway) and they have been replaced. This has cost us over $2,600. A new smaller kitchen necessitated the purchase of new cookware, and due to space limitations we now buy paper plates and plastic cups and utensils for most of our meals.

We bought new chalices, ceboria, patens and cruets for our priests to use in the chapel and at the closing masses. We recently purchased 500 crosses to distribute to our candidates on future weekends. A $1,100 donation was made to renovate one of the classrooms into a sleeping dorm at the facility. We spent $1,500 to send our Spiritual Director and two members of Leadership to the National Cursillo Conference in Seattle in 2004. And of course, there are many smaller, annual expenses such as $336 to the Catholic Mutual Fund for our insurance premium.

There are four plans to improve our financial situation. Soon it will cost more than $70 per person to attend a weekend, so we will be raising our fee from $65. How much hasn’t been determined, but we want it to be a big enough increase so that we won’t have to change it again for many years. As always, financial assistance will be available for anyone who can’t afford the price.

We currently spend $2,100 per year mailing our newsletter. This can’t continue. Please refer to the related article on this page for more information.

CEC is looking for some good fundraising ideas. Wouldn’t it be great if we could come up with an annual event that generated a substantial profit for the movement? If you have an idea, please contact a member of the Leadership Council.

Finally, we are asking for your direct financial support. Apostolic action involves an effort to draw others closer to Christ, and few, if any organizations do a better job than CEC. Please prayerfully consider an annual or one-time gift to our movement. Whether it is $5 or $5,000 we need your support. All gifts are tax deductible and they can be made out and mailed to CEC at:

Christians Encounter Christ

P.O. Box 31532

Omaha, NE 68131

DeColores, 

Jim Wingender

GOT E-MAIL?
CEC has spent over $10,000 printing and mailing our newsletter over the past five years. We want to reduce these costs significantly. There are several other ways to access the newsletter. It is always posted on our website: www.cecomaha.org. We can send it to you electronically if you provide us with your e-mail address and request that we do so. You could ask a member of your prayer group to make a copy for  you or you could pick one up at an ultreya. Or you can continue to receive it in the mail. Finally, if you no longer wish to get our publication, please tell us.

We are asking you to contact us and let us know your preference. This request will be repeated in future issues, but there may come a time when you could be dropped from the mailing list if we haven’t heard from you. Our goal is to cut down considerably on the number of hard copies that are printed and mailed. Please contact Rick France by e-mail at rlfrance_68134@yahoo.com or by regular mail at CEC, PO Box 31532, Omaha, NE 68131 and let us know what to do.

Pre-CEC Committee

“The harvest is rich, but the workers are few.  Ask the harvest-master  to send more workers into his field.”

Part of being a “worker” in the C.E.C. “field,” is be ready.  That is, to be ready for what God and the community may call, or want to call you to do.  

You won’t get the call to be a table assistant, talker, kitchen or prayer team coordinator, or back table, without the minimal ultreya attendance.  Back table has additional workshop attendance requirements.

If you don’t know what the requirement for your next step of involvement is, ask someone who does.  Your sponsor, ultreya hosts, or anyone in leadership would gladly help.

Each of us has a different piece or pieces of a grander puzzle.  It may be the piece that a certain candidate, candidates, or team member(s) have needed.

Don’t get caught with your piece(s) buried in the ground.  Be ready!

Mike Laughlin

Pre-CEC Committee Chair
CEC Committee
A time to say thanks…

Another year is close to ending and a time to say thank you to all the people who give of their time, talents and treasures to the CEC Movement.  It takes many people to make all the dots connect and many work behind the scenes like the energized bunny to make sure the weekends go smoothly, or by helping with pre and post weekend activities.

We are very fortunate in the Omaha Archdiocese to have an active community: people willing to go the extra mile to see that others are able to experience God’s love unconditionally and learn the method Christians Encounter Christ teaches to continue their journey.

Do you feel the “shove of the dove” to get more involved…or maybe a “gentle whisper” in your ear…Whatever the source your involvement is needed so that others to come can experience what you experienced on your weekend.  Have your “yes” ready when asked to help or contact any officer or member of the community to get involved.

Remember – “Christ is counting on you!”

Jan Ekstrom

CEC Committee Chair

POST-CEC Committee
The 3rd annual family hayrack ride was held October 29th, 2005 at Wenninghoff’s farm, and was a huge success.  Over 80 CEC members and families enjoyed a beautiful bonfire, s’mores, hot chocolate, and a hayrack ride and the corn maize.  The weather was pretty nice, except for the wind, but this is Nebraska and we could have had cold rainy or snowy weather, so what we had was great!   

The family picnic was held on Saturday June 11, 2005 at Pipal Park and was well attended.  The weather was cooperative and many adults and children enjoyed the day.

The 4th Annual family and pancake breakfast was held at Cooper’s Farm on July 30, 2005. Deacon Tom Wade led a beautiful prayer and communion service.  He shared with us how instrumental his CEC weekend was in leading him to becoming a deacon.

We are looking forward to the Deacon potluck to be held November 20, 2005 at St. James Parish Center honoring the newly ordained Deacons that belong to the CEC community: Chuck Adams, Kevin Joyce, Joe Kulus, Jim Tardy, Marty Warwick, Steve Grandinetti, Tim Leninger, Duane Karmazin, Al Aulner Jr., and Dan Blanton.   

Please feel free to contact me if you have any ideas of activities that you would like to suggest that we do by calling me at 402-572-8957 or e-mail lfrance2@cox.net  DeColores!
LaDonna France

Post CEC Committee Chair

REGISTRAR
The dates for the upcoming Spring Weekends have been set.

Men’s Weekend dates are March 10, 11, 12, 2006 

Women’s Weekend dates are March 24, 25, 26, 2006
Applications can be mailed to me at:

Mike Langenegger

3307 North 48th Street

Omaha, NE 68104

402-457-4501

or e-mailed to me at paulm68104@peoplepc.com

Applications can be obtained from the CEC website at www.cecomaha.org and you fill out your application(s) on line and send them to me directly from the CEC Website.
Mike Langenegger

CEC Registrar
ULTREYAS

DATE
LOCATION
TIME

First Friday
St. Margaret Mary
7:30 pm



Suneg Center



61st & Dodge, Omaha


Second Thursday
St. Patrick’s Church
7:00 pm



New Church, Family Rm.



Fremont


Second Friday
St. Philip Neri Church
7:30 pm



Basement - 8200 N. 30th



Omaha (use side door)


Third Friday
Mary Our Queen
8:00 pm



Parish Center



3535 S. 119th, Omaha


Third Saturday
St. Elizabeth Ann 
7:00 pm



Parish Center



114th and Fort, Omaha


Fourth Thursday
Sts. Peter & Paul 
7:30 pm


Note:  Third Thursday 
Church Cafeteria


in December this year
5904 S. 36th St., Omaha
