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NEW CURSILLISTAS
Men’s Weekend 

October 8-10, 2004
Ralph Batenhorst

Tom Cudney

Chuck Harvey

Rob Kellar

John Klimek

Larry Mollner

Gene Peterson

David Rains

Wayne Smith

Dave Wattonville

Mark Weber
Women’s Weekend 

October 22-24, 2004
Joan Batenhorst

Mary Cudney

Julie DelMundo

Penny Julian

Maura Kellar

Rita Macaulay

Suzie Mollner

Amanda Parker

Cathy Peterson

Kathy Rains

Nancy White

Heather Zurcher
Welcome TO THE 

4th Day!
To receive reminders of

 ultreyas please send your e-mail address to 

Vern Packard at 

weprayzhm@cox.net 
From the Desk of Your President

DeColores,
Congratulations to the newly elected officers: Jim Wingender, Steve McCarville and Jan Roth. Thanks for your willingness to serve. 

I want to thank the membership for the opportunity to be of service this past year. Overall, we have had a good year. Ultreya attendance is up, Post-CEC Committee has provided us with a number of activities to do with our families. Two sets of weekends were held with many new 4th Dayers becoming active. A workshop was again held. We sent Rose Davis, Mariann Shanno and Fr. Damian Zuerlein to a national workshop. Talk outlines are being rewritten. Decisions were made to strengthen the qualifications of the weekend teams. A real election with choices for new officers was held. We have had some controversy and were able to prayerfully settle most issues.

Do I have regrets?  Yes. I had hoped to increase the Ultreya attendance and the involvement in leadership even more. And what happened to the Fall closing? I am disappointed that we do not have a supply person and more people to help with set-up and tear-down for the weekends.  

I welcome the new 4th dayers and I challenge them to get involved and the rest of us to stay involved. My personal walk with Jesus has certainly been influenced by being in community with each of you. This road to Jesus called CEC is not always paved but is sometimes bumpy. Our job, as  the Leadership Council, was to pave the road and smooth out the bumps. I believe we’ve done a good job and it can only get better. 

Thank you all for your support.

DeColores,

Vern Packard

Your 2004 President

Omaha  Area Leadership Council 
NEW OFFICERS 2005
PRESIDENT:  Mary Ann Gaddie
VICE PRESIDENT:  Jim Wingender

SECRETARY: Steve McCarville

TREASURER:  Jan Roth

PAST PRESIDENT:  Vern Packard

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR:  Rev. Damian Zuerlein

Committee Chairs will be elected at the 

December 13th meeting.

NOTICE: Due to the Christmas Holidays, the Sts. Peter and Paul Ultreya will be held on Thursday, December 16th.

CEC WORKSHOP

February  6, 2005

The Annual CEC Workshop will be held on Sunday, February 6th at 1:30 p.m. at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. The workshop gives an opportunity to grow and learn about each phase of working a weekend as all phases of the weekend experience will be covered in the workshop. To be eligible to be assistant coordinator or coordinator of a weekend, you must have attended a workshop within the previous two years. 

As I again will be coordinating the workshop, you can be assured that “What Now Brown Cow?” will not appear. But, “Who Knew Blue Shoe” might. A full workshop schedule with presenters will be in the next newsletter that will arrive prior to the workshop. 

Vern Packard
Workshop Coordinator


Please prayerfully consider 
lending your help for set-up 

Friday afternoon and 

tear-down on Sunday afternoon. 

Contact Bob Gaddie, Jr.

932-4320

Greetings from your New President
It is nearing November’s end already. I can hardly believe the year has passed so quickly. It has been a busy and eventful year. Our Spring and Fall weekends were very successful. Most of the new 4th Dayers are attending Ultreyas. If you sponsored any of them for their weekend, why not call them and attend an Ultreya with them yet this year, if you haven’t already done so?  You’ll find it to be a very rewarding experience!

Our men’s Spring weekend is going to be February 11,12 &13, 2005 and the women’s Weekend is March 4, 5, & 6th with the Closings on Sunday, February 13th and March 6th at 6:30 p.m. in the Cathedral. 

Remember back to when you made your weekend? Remember the many feelings that went through you as that huge throng of people singing came in that door? Be a part of that smiling, singing throng for these next closings. Give back some of the gifts you received from your weekend to the candidates who will be on this next set of weekends. You will not come away empty, my friends, believe me. Luke 6 assures us that whatever you do for others in God’s name will be returned to you “full measure, tamped down and running over.”

Treat yourself to all those extra graces that flow through weekend closings. Mark your calendars for February 13th and March 6th for the men’s and women’s’ closings respectively. It’s a Win-Win situation – you give of yourself to the new 4th Dayers and receive a multitude of graces from the Father in return. What a Deal!! Hope to see many more of  you at the closings next year!

On a purely personal note, I wish to thank all of you for your prayers, palanca and cards of encouragement you sent my way as I was facing my heart surgery. God is so good and merciful to us!  I am so thankful and humbled for my healing at this time in my life. Words simply cannot convey the gratitude I feel to this very special Christian Community we belong to. Thank you and know that I thank God for all of you and ask Him to guide your steps and fill your being with His loving care each day. 

ALLELUIA , GOD!!                             

Mary Ann Gaddie
CEC COMMITTEE
Welcome to our most recent 4th Dayers. Thank you for being open to Jesus and sharing yourselves on the weekend. I pray that you are taking what you learned and working to bring yourself and others closer to Christ. One way to do this is through giving of yourself (time, talents, treasure) by getting involved with our movement. As we heard from the witnessing at both weekends, many candidates were very moved by the talks and palanca. 

Volunteers Needed
I want to remind and encourage everyone that it takes many people to make sure the weekend’s physical needs are met. We need more people to step forward and offer their time to help with the setup and cleanup duties on the weekends. It is too often the same people every weekend helping out. Let’s not burn out our volunteers! I know our movement does great things and I want to see it continue. There are many ways YOU can help out. It does not have to be a long commitment (although we won’t mind if you do). If you can only assist with one weekend your help would be greatly appreciated. We also have several committees in need of people willing to give some time. We don’t always know who to ask, so please seek out anyone on the Leadership Council, Ultreya reps or Committee Chairs. They will be happy to help get you involved. 

On a closing note, I would like to welcome in the new officers of the Leadership Council for 2005. I would also like to thank the outgoing Officers and Chairs for all their work the past year. This is my last newsletter report as CEC Committee Chair, please give the new Chairperson your help and support by volunteering! It has been my pleasure to serve our community for the last three years as CEC chairperson. I’ll still be around and I hope to see you at an Ultreya or Closing real soon! 

DeColores 

Bob Gaddie Jr. 
WALKING THE WALK:  A COMMUNITY WITNESS
“Ron and I have been married 30 years. We attended church, sent our three children to CCD and encouraged them in their faith as they went out on their own. Once our children left home, both Ron and I felt a void in our faith. We soon realized that while encouraging our children’s path, we had neglected our own. We began to search - looking for another parish and even considering another belief. At that time, Ron heard about CEC at a Friday lunch appointment and was a candidate at the Spring 2004 weekend that very day.

Ron’s life was totally turned around that weekend - he found peace in his life - realized he didn’t understand the Catholic religion and developed a hunger to learn all that he could. With the help of his sponsor, John Schneider, he joined a “group” with four other men. They meet weekly and read and discuss to learn more. I attended CEC two weeks later, dragging my feet. After my weekend, our lives drastically changed. Ron has worked miracles with the help of Christ. Our daughter and son-in-law now attend church and look forward to the baptism of their daughter. He has gotten some relatives to attend mass and continues to encourage them. I attend a newly formed group with three great women from my weekend. I have found friendship and strength with them.

Six months after our weekends, Ron was diagnosed with West Nile Virus. He is in a critical care unit with paralysis and on a ventilator. At first he was in a coma. At the time of his admission to the critical care area, I continued my own personal prayers but also turned to others for their help. Seven days after Ron went into his coma, 39 of our friends and family attended mass at the Holy Family Shrine to pray for Ron and then the next day my prayer group met at his hospital room to pray the Rosary. Two days later, Ron came out of his coma and continues to improve each day.

Because of our CEC experience, Ron and I have turned to many for their prayers. Many people have said that they have added Ron to their prayer chains, but when Cynthia Farmer, who was on the prayer team on the Fall Women’s Weekend and one of my group members, called to say that Ron was on the CEC prayer chain I felt peace. I can now devote my energy and strength to care for Ron, myself, and our children because I have felt the peace from all of the prayers of our CEC family. It is great to know that when I am exhausted and have a hard time just keeping my eyes open, that you are all there praying for Ron. I feel at peace knowing you are there for us. It’s hard for me to explain, but I have no fears for Ron or myself because I feel all of your prayers.”

Yours in Christ,
Robin Bartlett

CEC Weekend Dates
Spring 2005

     

Men - Feb. 11-13        
       Women - March 4-6

Fall 2005

     

Men - Sept. 16-18
       Women - Sept. 30 - Oct. 2

Closings:  Mass at 6:30 p.m. in Cathedral Cafeteria

ULTREYAS

DATE
LOCATION
TIME

First Friday
St. Margaret Mary
7:30 pm



Suneg Center



61st & Dodge, Omaha


Second Thursday
St. Patrick’s Church
7:00 pm



Community Center



Fremont


Second Friday
St. Philip Neri Church
7:30 pm



Basement - 8200 N. 30th



Omaha (use side door)


Third Friday
Mary Our Queen
8:00 pm



Parish Center



3535 S. 119th, Omaha


Third Saturday
St. Elizabeth Ann 
7:00 pm



Parish Center



114th and Fort, Omaha


Fourth Thursday
Sts. Peter & Paul 
7:30 pm



Church Cafeteria



5904 S. 36th St., Omaha

Note:  Third Thursday in December this year

OPPORTUNITY FOR 

APOSTOLIC ACTION


We’d like to be able to offer support in a timely manner when a CEC member or close family member passes away but we need a volunteer to coordinate it. So anyone who wants to do some apostolic action, pray about this opportunity and call me at 334-5896 or email me at cwind01@aol.com also for any additional information.  God bless all of you.

This information would go out by e-mail to CEC members who have signed up for it and those without e-mail could have a friend call with information. The plan is to have sign-up sheets at Closings and Ultreyas so everyone that desires can be a part of this support group. 

Carol Windler
