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NEW CURSILLISTAS
Men’s Weekend 

March 5-7, 2004
Ron Bartlett

Jim Bitzes

Keith Borngrebe

Mike Finnigan

Jerry Fullington

Bryan Go

Ryan Hunter

Dick Hyde

Brian Langel

Steve Larimore

Jeff Maier

Kelly McElhose

Tim Mulcahy

Fr. Walter Nolte

Ron Scribner

Dave Shirley

Eric Williams

Grant Willms
Women’s Weekend

March 19-21, 2004
Robin Bartlett

Stacey Borngrebe

Julie Calvo

Debbie Dappen

Cynthia Farmer

Karla Finnigan

Doreen Fullington

Janet Hyde

Judy Killion

Chris Koley

Diane Krisor

Gina Langel

Maryann Maier

Jodi Martin

Mary Jo McElhose

Teri Mulcahy

Mary Prusa

Marge Raymond

Dianne Rowe

Pam Schiffbauer

Monica Scribner

Nancy Shirley

Mary Tompkins

Monica Willms
Welcome TO THE 

4th Day!
FROM YOUR PRESIDENT:

Question: Vern, why are you so focused on people having to attend six ultreyas and be grouping to be able to work a weekend?


Answer: My personal feeling is that the CEC movement is not a weekend experience but a life-long Walk that starts on your first weekend. So that then means that you need to be Walking the Walk to Talk the Walk. How can you encourage ultreyas if you rarely attend? How can you push grouping if you are not experiencing the growth from meeting weekly?


Question: Why do you feel that way?


Answer: Are you ready for a story? Here it comes. I made my weekend in the fall of 1989 and have worked twelve weekends since, including two prison weekends. During that time I have dealt with a grandson going through cancer treatment; my wife, Jean needing to use a wheelchair for most of the time, then her extensive surgery and recovery; the return of my gambling compulsion and the need for 12 step help; the infertility problems of daughter and son-in-law, Alice and Jamie and the eventual birth of our three grandchildren; daughter and son-in-law, Amy and Mark losing their home to a fire and the adjustment of them moving from Massachusetts to Council Bluffs; going behind prison bars to help on a weekend and having to deal with my emotions and memories of spending three months behind those bars myself; along with the normal things of life, including seven children and assorted spouses and eleven grandchildren.


One of the reasons I’m here at this point today is because of my Walk with CEC. I can not begin to tell you the help I have received from the four groups I have been involved with.  And how can I explain the things that have helped from the 100+ witnesses I have heard at ultreyas in the almost 15 years since my Walk began? Then add in the friends that I have made and the weekends worked. So Praise the Lord and many Thanks to the men in my groups and to the men and women who are Walking the Walk who I have encountered at Ultreyas.


Question: Now, can you understand the FIRE for and the LOVE for the total CEC Walk that I have? 

If you aren’t receiving Ultreya email reminders and would like to just send me your address at: olesaysyado@cox.net. SEE YOU AT ULTREYA! 

DeColores,

Vern Packard
(your fired up and stoked servant)

Check out the newsletter on-line at www.cecomaha.org. If you 
prefer that and no longer want to receive this hard copy please 

email Rick France at:  rlfrance_68134@yahoo.com
FROM YOUR VICE PRESIDENT:

What a GREAT turnout of Fourth Dayers for this last Men’s Closing! And what a beautiful gift we received at that closing! If you missed it, you missed an opportunity to grow in God’s Grace. The new Fourth Dayers not only shared their thoughts from the weekend, but also allowed us to share in their life’s journey that brought them here. It was so moving to sit there, listening to their sharing, and realize how much God was working in their lives. It was also a very humbling experience to be allowed to share their walk with them. I came away from that closing with renewed wonder at the marvels that God can do in our lives, if we allow Him to. I pray for those men that they will continue to feel the love and support of their new Fourth Day community as they join in a group and come to join the community at the Ultreyas. If you’re at an Ultreya and see new faces, be sure to go up to them and welcome them.


At the time of this writing, the Women’s Spring Weekend has not yet happened. I am looking forward with renewed eagerness to greeting those women whom God will be sending to us. I have the privilege of being allowed to work on the Prayer Team for this weekend. Please join your prayers with ours that God will work in us and through us as we greet these women and share in God’s plan for us on the weekend.


Spring will be here soon (please God!) With the melting of the snow and the popping-up of tulips, crocuses and irises, we can’t help but feel fresh and renewed. Join with your Fourth Day community and share your renewed spirit with them at the Ultreyas and other “fun” gatherings that have been planned for us this summer.

Christ IS Counting on You!! De Colores.  
Mary Ann Gaddie
REGISTRAR’S REPORT:

Candidate applications, confirmation letters, candidate’s responses either in the accepting or not accepting the invitation of their sponsors to attend the Weekend are all a part of developing candidate lists for distribution to the Community. However, there are other aspects of this job that the CEC Community may not be aware of that goes with this job.


These include answering questions about the weekend in written form, e-mail or over the telephone to candidates. Sometimes these questions cannot be answered immediately or without consultation without involving the Spiritual Director and President of the Leadership Council or other Priests involved in the movement. When questions about age, marital status, or other gray areas arise I try and get an answer as quickly as possible so the candidate is not left in doubt about their status for the upcoming Weekend.

As a reminder if you want to get a candidate list by e-mail please send me your e-mail address to me at paulm68104@peoplepc.com and I will add your name to my e-mail list.

Mike Langenegger

Rewrite of the Talks for the Weekend

It is a good news/bad news plot.  Good news!. The Idea talk is done, the Piety talk has one set of revisions to consider, and the Study talk is in the hands of the Spiritual Director.  Bad news! The out state folks, due to the distance to travel and other conditions are pulling out of the rewrite program.  The good news is Jeff Selzle has volunteered to take over the Action talk and Fred Otte said he would help.  Mike Langenegger and I will work with them to show what we are trying to do.  


All that we have done is not carved in stone they are to be living guidelines to be change at the will of OALC.  It was our hope that the original material would be kept by the CEC Committee and E-mail or a hard copy given to the teams. 


A large thanks to Helen Andrews, Rick Bellino, Pam Davis, Jan Ekstrom, Mike Langenegger, Angie Luna and Lois Waltermeyer for their input, guidance and patience, during the rewrite process. 


Thank you for your prayers for us during this process.

Rick France 
Memorials
In the last news letter Tony Ulrich and I told you about CEC’s search to find an appropriate use for the money we received in memory of Darryl Krzycki and Helen Otte. After discussion and consideration of recommendations received from the CEC community we decided to purchase a monstrance and chalice and paten. The monstrance will be used by the team on the weekend if they decide to have adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. The chalice and paten will be used by the Fourth Day community at the closing Mass.

The purchase of the chalice and monstrance became even more meaningful as Kathy Krzycki and Fred Otte were members of the spring 2004 teams. We felt this was a wonderful opportunity to acknowledge their contributions to the CEC community and to let them experience the community's inaugural use of the monstrance and chalice.

The next time you work a weekend or attend a closing take a moment to remember Tom Clark when you pray before the crucifix and Helen and Darryl when you pray in front of the Blessed Sacrament or see the chalice at the Fourth Day Mass.

DeColores!

Helen Andrews, Tony Ulrich
CEC COMMITTEE:

Welcome to all new 4th dayers! This spring’s weekends witnessing were most inspiring. Thank you for saying ‘Yes’ to the weekend. I hope to see you at an ultreya soon! On to other business - fall weekend teams. We will be selecting coordinators for the fall weekends in April. Please help make their job of selecting team members easier by getting to ultreya each month. We use those lists to select active 4th dayers to fill the team. Please be praying for the next coordinators, assistants and team members to be. Remember to pray about those people whom you would like to invite to experience a life changing weekend like you had. The CEC committee is also looking for individuals to help with some of the other duties that happen on a weekend. We are looking for people to sign-up for specific weekends to assist with Friday setup and Sunday put-away duties. All the supplies we have including kitchen utensils, chapel supplies, conference room, banners and palanca room materials have to be packed into cabinets and stored in the basement. Some moderate lifting is required but many hands make the work light. If you would be interested in helping (especially on the women’s weekends) please contact me. I hope to have many people volunteer so that the same people do not need to work every weekend. De Colores! 

Bob Gaddie Jr., CEC Committee Chairperson rgaddie3@cox.net 932-4320 

POST CEC COMMITTEE:

A family picnic is planned for Saturday, June 26, 2004 at Pipal Park from 12:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M. Fried chicken and table service will be provided.  Please bring a dish to share and a beverage.  Bring the family and join in the fun and fellowship. The next event will be the Pancake breakfast and Mass on July 31, 2004 at Coopers Farm at 9:00 A.M. starting with mass followed by the breakfast.


On October 30, 2004 we will have a Hayrack ride at Wenninghoff’s farm.  Time will be announced at a later date.

Mark your calendars with these dates and join your CEC Community.


If anyone has any suggestions please call LaDonna France at 572-8957 or Helen Andrews at 391-2862. We are open for any suggestions for activities you’d like.


Men’s and Women’s closing masses will be held in the cafeteria in the basement of the Retreat Center at Cathedral starting at 6:30 P.M. Please call LaDonna France at 572-8957 if you would like to be an alter server, lector,  EME  or sing at the masses.

LaDonna France, Chair  
REFLECTIONS 

Bob Gaddie Sr. 


My CEC weekend has this great graduation cross that I just received; It’s coming together now about who I could be. What great positive letters I saw stars, cards, huggy guys and a new trust in God; I received the smell of fall from a leaf in my palanca from a Jesus person; my letters were full of the faces of God; my lukewarm attitude changed as I dropped my guard. Your serenade was a force that finished the weekend process. I learned to talk with God and interact with the Jesus in the other people at my table. God has a plan and gave me a new jumpstart beginning. I had no idea that there would be this final exam; When you’re a frightened heathen this positive concentrated love method of mass construction really helped me focus; Jesus is Not my friend He is my brother; The Sacraments now have a new understanding;  Our priests all hold us up as pillars of the past, present and future church; The spiral I’m in is not a circle but a spiritual deepening; I see the fundamental openness of God; This seems a bit scary …this newness of understanding our God.


My wife and I will now be able to talk about our faith; The Chapel times were when we got down to business; After being gone for years I can still be forgiven at confession; Manipulate no more because I can talk to God each morning; I was an intimidated prideful guy and then I listened to God speaking to me; It’s called an encounter with Christ for a good reason; Myself and others had good reasons to leave but they dropped us off without a car, so we had to stay and we are really glad we did; People I don’t even know cared about me and said so in mail with prayers, fasting, rosaries, candles, extra Masses or stuff in their shoes; My ego deflated and I loss the chip on my shoulder, I heard some great talks about some shaking, life changing ideas from them that I still had; I could not tell you anything unless the Holy Spirit helps me; I’m recovering, renewed, and here on borrowed time but now it’s with Jesus; Greatest week end of my life… I want to be a better Father, better Husband. Trials yet to come are OK.


The Lord has left me powerless to resist because of your sacrifices, intercessions and truths about what can be expected; I have a clean slate now. Big men, big hearts, and quality people have helped me back into church. My Large family just got bigger with hugs to strangers, unconditional hugs. By having no expectations of this weekend I was able to reflect on my life struggles; Thank you all for the support. Real resentment, bad attitude, fear, and tribulation let life interfere with Christ in my life but the Catholic communion of Saints was present here. How in Jesus’ name did I end up here? Saturday was a very l-o-n-g day. This was not my regular Friday night poker game. I listened to the Lord as He spoke to me in the talks. The music really helped my conversion, so my Holy Spirit is burning brighter now; I see Jesus in everyone now even though you don’t all have a mustache and beard. I noticed that I was not doing a good job at church even though I grew up in the Catholic church; Two things happened to me this weekend… Mass and kneeling before Christ just as every Christian in history has done before me. So the POWER was in the messages and not the messengers. The POWER really is Jesus showing through our actions, faith and love. DeColores from an old May 1973 cursillista.
ULTREYAS


DATE
LOCATION
TIME

First Friday
St. Margaret Mary
7:30 pm



Suneg Center



61st & Dodge, Omaha


Second Thursday
St. Patrick’s Church
7:00 pm



Community Center



Fremont


Second Friday
St. Philip Neri Church
7:30 pm



Basement - 8200 N. 30th



Omaha (use side door)


Third Friday
Mary Our Queen
8:00 pm



Parish Center



3535 S. 119th, Omaha


Third Saturday
St. Elizabeth Ann 
7:00 pm



Parish Center



114th and Fort, Omaha


Fourth Thursday
Sts. Peter & Paul 
7:30 pm



Church Cafeteria



5904 S. 36th St., Omaha

Omaha  Area 
Leadership Council
Rev. Damian Zuerlein, Spiritual Director

731-2196          damzuer@aol.com

Vern Packard, President

556-5108          weprayzhm@cox.net

Rick France, Past President

572-8957          rlfrance_68134@yahoo.com

Mary Ann Gaddie, Vice President

731-9963          mag21@qwest.net

Cathy Beccard, Secretary

896-2449          acbeccard@juno.com

Tony Ulrich, Treasurer

558-7185          tijulrich1@yahoo.com

Fred Otte, Pre-Cec Chair

493-4485          F_otte@yahoo.com

Bob Gaddie, Jr, Cec Chair

932-4320          rgaddie3@cox.net

LaDonna France, Post-CEC Chair

572-8957          rlfrance_68134@yahoo.com
This newsletter is by and for the members of the Omaha Metro Area Christians Encounter Christ Movement. It’s purpose is to keep members informed about other members and events. Please email any news to:

Jean Packard, Editor

weprayzhm@cox.net or call 556-5108.

See our website at:
www.cecomaha.org
